In the past decade, significant improvements in the acute outcome of angioplasty (PTCA) have been achieved with mortality rates below 1% and emergency surgery rates of 1-3% being met Finally, the success of PTCA has also become something of a shortcoming. In the US, approximately 6000 cardiologists identified themselves as performers of PTCA. The experience level for many operators is therefore very small. As new technologies emerge, it is crucial that operators have adequate experience. Many practice groups are now concentrating the PTCA experience among a few members, and the American Board of Internal Medicine has established a certificate of added qualification that will certify those with a significant level of training and expertise to be considered board certified interventional cardiologists. This move will help strengthen the discipline so that scientific solutions to the shortcomings of PTCA may be expertly applied to patients. 
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